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Editor;

By way of introduction we are a group of
computer scientists and attorneys spacial-
izing in the field of artificial intelligence.
For the past seven years, we have focused
our atlention on the process of American
civil and criminat jurisprudence.

Like many other experts, pundits and
erdinary citizens, we are dismayed by what
we see. Qur centuries-old model of consti-
tutienal law, brilliantly designed to protect
individual rights and liberties, has de-
faulted on the promise of equal protection
for all the people. Unlike many who share
our view, however, we refuse to wring our
hands and walk away, In short, we believe
we have a solution to the crisis.

It is admittedly a radical solution, for
nothing leas will lead us out of the mire in
which we find ourselves, We have con-
cluded that a drastic revamping of the
current legal system is imperative. The
American people have loat confidence in
thejudicial system, and with reason. From
grozs disparities in sentencing to the sky-
racketing costs and excessive length of tri-

_als, mistrials, hung juries, and trials de
Aoug, not to mention frivolous lawsuits, we
have grievously tarnished the dream of
awift and impartial justice, -

Enter SOLOMON.

Computer I Judge & Jury

The uitimate practical application 5f
artificial intelligence, SOLOMON is a dis-
tributed program running on a set of super
computers, Judge and jury both, it is
uniquely capable of accessing the entire
corpus of legal literature and fairly apply-
ing legal constructs and principlea of eq-
uity and fairness to the factual information
it is fed.

Qur courtroom is virtual, Qur justice is
actual. SOLOMON combines the wisdom
of the ages with a thorough knowledge and

-understanding of the judicial proceas. Tt is

easentially aninteractive libraryof all atatu-
tory, regulatory, and case law (constantly
updated); ethics and equity principles; and
factual precedent.

Imagine human wisdom partnered with
the machine neutrality and you begin to
understand SOLOMON. Wo are not turn-
ing our back on the founders, but breathing
new life into their precepts, ensuring that
our constitutional guarantees stand strong
for all people,

How It Works

SOLOMON works as follows: In simple
cases, attorneys enter all admissible evi-
dence into SOLOMON under the supervi-
gion of a judge. The judge may make
rulings regarding the admissibility of the
evidence but does not otherwise partici-
pate in the process.

All participants, i.e. attorneys, defen-
dants and witnesses ave tested using ad-
vanced polygraph equipment, sodium
pentothal and newer technologies that guar-
antee the accuracy and the truth of all
input. :

SOLOMON may ask for clarification or
make requeats for further information to
be provided. SOLOMON then accesses all
existing law pertinent to the factual cir-
cumatances and relevant evidence and de-
liberates, utilizing not only the body of
evidence and all existing law applicable in
the jurisdiction, but also a complex map-
ping of ethics input by a highly esteemed
board of ethiciats. SOLOMON then pro-
vides a judgment and, where indicated, an
appropriate written order or opinion,

Where the facts are in dispute,
SOLOMON participates in the deposition
of witnesses, As questions are asked of the
witnessen for both sides, voice recognition
software allows SOLOMON to understand
the exatnination,

Furthermore, SOLOMON sunique fuzzy
logic allows it to weigh the answers by

using voice stress analysis and the inputa
from polygraph telemetryin addition to the
spoken word. Thia allows SOLOMON to
act as a jury and weigh the veracity and
credibility of the witnesa.

One of SOLOMON's unique capabilitios
is to scan trial transcripts and detect obvi-
ous miscarriages of justice. Because of
scanning software, a SOLOMON review
can be conducted for leas than the cost of a
singie billable hour charged by most attor-
neys.

If necessary, in the criminal context,
SOLOMON will enter a sentetice, fine or
other eriminal penalty. All orders, judg-
ments, sentences or other actiona taken by
SOLOMON are binding and not subject to
further review. i

Eliminates Juries

This process effectively eliminates the
nead for juries as well as for most. judicial
duties. Due process and equal juatice are
served immediately based on unbiased
evaluation of facts and law, tailored toeach
litigant or eriminal defendant,.

The role of attorney and judge is perma-
nently altered, for they no longer have to
preside over long, complicated and costly
trials. Their functiona become that of over-
seeing the entry of data into SOLOMON.

The system will serve justice on the
local, state and national level. The clear
winner ig the public. Justice is swift and
blind, with minimumn cost.

Aa part of our developmental process,
we have succesafully retried some of the
moxzt highly visible American legal cases of
recent years, i.e., Mike Tyson, William
Kennedy-Smith, the Menendez Brothers,
Busan Smith, Heidi Fleissa, Amy Fisher,
Klaus Voo Bulow and Rodney King., The
results are of great interest and ere avail-
able from gur office. We will re-try the Q.J.
Simpson case now that the trial is over and
will be announcing a public demonstration

in the near future.
Comments Sought

The purpose of this letier is to solicit
commentary from a wide range of legal
professionals aa well as criminal and law
enforcoment specialiats throughout the ju-
dicial and legislative branches of the gov-
ernment, We would like to know what you
think of SOLOMON as a solution to our
country’s dire legal situation. Do you feel
SOLOMON representa a viable alterna-
tive? If not, why not?

We believe that SOLOMON represents
the best interests of the American people
and of the legal system. SOLOMON saves
time and money and puts an end to the
mockery of justice that has 8o horrified the
American public. Ones it is integrated into
the legal system, SOLOMON will single-
handedly re-eatablish the public's failed
confidence in the judicial process.
SOLOMON is the future and the future is
now.

SO0LOMON’s function is not limited to
the American judicial system. Wa have
simply used this aystem to create a work-
ing model. But, the technology is available
to all nations and can function based on the
input of any system of laws, morals and
ethics. Our ultimate goal is world-wide
reform of the judicial process,

Please let us know what you think, If
you would like to see a demonatration of
SOLOMON, let us knowthat as well, Thank
you for your time and consideration. Our
addresais: The Solomon Project, NYULAW
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE RE-
SEARCH, 127 MacDougal Street, Box 992,
New York Clty, NY 10012, Phone/Fax 212-
598-4919. [Or if you want to print a re-
sponse send it to: Letters to the Editor,
Missouri Lawyers Weekly, 223 Madison,
Jefferson City, MO 65101.}

Joseph Bonuso, Ph.D.
Research Fellow
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EDITOR'S NOTE: In the November.
20, 1995 issue, Miasouri Lawyers Weekly
published a “letter to the editor” from one
Joseph Bonuso, Ph.D., who claimed to
represent a group of compuler scientists
and 3 A

In the letter, Bonuso described

SOLOMON, auamﬁcwl mtelhgwwemm—

[ R JUPI. S e —

puter program designed o render “im-

pamal Jjustice” by replacmg Jjudge and
Jury. '
*Our courtroom is virtual. Our justice

is actual,” wrote Bonuso,

Bit SOLOMON'S existence turns out
to be a hoax perpeirated on news med;a
nationwide.

Our “alert reader award” goestoKan-

sas City attorney Glenn E. Bradford, .

who suspected the existence of the wizard
behind the curtain and wrote a thought-
fil response pointing out the dangers of
such a gystemn.
“ItwaslfGeorernueﬂa.ndthe
gemralsth of the Inquisiion have met in
Hell and combined their talents to pro-

pose a futuristic destruction oftheAnglo— _

Amenmmtemofcourtsaudlaw “wrote
Bradferd.

*This concept sounds like someone
bolted together a Westlaw terminal and o
polygraph machine and now seeks per-
mission to set it loose upon the human
race.” . .

Missouri Lawyers Weekly published
Bradford’s letter December 4.

We received the following faxed press
release January 30 from Joey Shaggs
{aka Joseph Bonuso).

5 ¥

NEW YORK — January, 1996, So-
cial-political satirist and hoaxer Joey
Skaggs has struck again.

Over the last three months, Skaggs,
posing as Joseph Bonuso, research scien-
tiast and Founding Director of The
Solomon Project, publicized a revolution-
‘ary computer program called Solomon

thatutﬂxmamﬁaalmte]hgence(ﬂuxy
loglc)todehversmftnndequaljustwe
forail

Whether for cnnl or criminal cases.
a.llmmesaas,attomeysandjudgeaare
subjected {o voice stress analysis and
other forms of lie detection testing, -

All the facts, including the testimony

iffnd seridmanmasn ama ek Teida

)

0 VEIiiea TAMLICTOOCDY, GIT LULUN AW

Solomon. Solomon then deliberates,

. having accass to all case law known {o
. civilized society. A verdict is delivered
-andasenteneepronoumed Al]ﬁndmgs.

are binding.
Thmprovocahve eoneeptlsSkaggs

' patirical answer to what he perceives to
- be a crisis of jurisprudence in American
© *QOur legal system was created by
guys with buckles on their shoes and

curly, powdered wigs. It just doesn't

. work anymore,” aaid

‘Inmpersonallyoutragedbythe fact
that criminal and eivil court cases are
played out before our veryeyesasthough
theyaresportmgmatches.'ﬁletruthno
longer provides the key to justice.”

- Solomon was conceived to do away
with well-intentioned but possibly bi-

_ased jurists; grandstanding prosecuting

and defense attorneys; fallible witnesses;
and all-too-human judges. Skaggs re-

- grets that Solomon is not a real techno-

logical advance...yet.

He said, 'Ifltwerepossibletodeter
mine the truth via artificial intelligence,
whynot? Wouldn't it be great, if through
technology, we could arrive at a syatem
where justice is real and affordable to
all? ’ -
Hook, Line And Sinker

Newspaper, radio and television news
across the nation reported the story as
news, including the San Francisco
Chronicle, New York City’s WCBS News

‘88 radio, CNN TV news and Internet
‘coverage, and numerous law journals.

{Seo SOLOMON, pagoe 16}
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Solomon

{Comlnued from page 2)

The Solomon Project was launched in
October of 1995. Letters announcing the
new research and soliciting support and/or
commentary were mailed to over 3,000
lawmakers including legislators, supreme
court justices, deans of law schools, law
enforcement officern, and computer and
legal publishers.

The response wasimmediate and Skaggs
logged hundreds of phone calls, letters and
faxes from curious, sympathetic, and in
some cases, outraged juidges, lawyers and
reporters.

In November, a press release announe-
ing a 15-city tour to demonstrate the
computer’s capabilities was sent to the
press, The objective of the tour was to
introduce the American public to the supe-
riority of neutral computer analysis.

Not only were controversial trials such
as the Q.J. Simpaon trial to be re-tried by
Solomon, but local law professionals were
invited to provide controversial cuses of
their own for re-trial.

0.J. Retrial

In December, a second press release
announced that at a pre-tour demonstra-
tion in New York City, Solomon had found
0.J. SBimpson guilty.

Results of the re-tnals of other hlghly
controversial trials were also announced.
Solomon found Mike Tyson not guilty; Wil-
liam Kennedy Smith, guilty; the Menendez
brothers, guilty; Claus Von Bulow, guilty;
and the police in the Rodney King case,
guilty.

When CNN took the bait and requested
its own demonstration of Solomon, Skaggs

-enlisted the support of over 25 designers
and computer programmers, Members of
Skaggs’ own theater troupe were on hand

to help stage the elaborate performance.
Together they created a headquarters for
the Solomon Project.

Faked computer graphics and boguscom-
puterized voice recognitiondemonatrations
were creatively presented by the team.
Award winning producer/director Frederick
Marx (Hoop Dreams), flew in from Chicago
to document the performance. They posed
a8 a second newe crew as CNN covered the
story, {Marx is shooting a feature docu-
mentary on Skaggs.}

The results of CNN's coverage aired
internationally on Friday, December 29.

Joey Skaggs, a New York based concep-.

tual performance artist, has been creating
outrageous news headlines for 30 years.
‘Media As Medium' .

Skaggs uses the media as his medium,
as a painter usea a canvas, His work tar-
gets the mass media and the public’s gull-
ibility.

He coaxes the media into reportmg pro-
vocative, sensational, sexational or down-
right ridiculous stories he has contrived.
This affords him a world-wide audience for
his elaborate satires.

Bkaggs forcea reporters and the public

alike to question and to enter into dialogon -

issues he perceives to ba vital concerning
morality and ethics, truth in newa report-
age, sensationalism, the effect the media
has on public opinion and taste, and vice
versa.

Running throughout his work is a con-
stant message to both the media and gen-
eral public to question anthority in all its
forms and not to ever trade critical judg-
ment for wishful thinking.

*I use satire to be provocative. My ulti-
mate goal is to create dialog and hopefully
have a few people gain some personal in-
sight regarding important issues. Humor

and controversy are the ideal combination
to achieve this,” said Skaggs.
How He Operates
‘Hia work ias done in three atages. The
first stage is the conceptualization and
production of the hoax, using advertising

.and public relations techniques such ae

brochures, letters and press releases, as
well as actors, props and convincing locs-
tions to focl the madia.

The second stage is the documentation
of the entire process. Skaggs records the
media and the public’s responses, and col-
lecta tha print, audio and video news clip-
pings as he monitora the evolution of the
piece. He observes what happens, who does
what with theatory and how it getachanged.

‘The third stage is the revelation of the
truth and the discussion about the issues
underlying the performance.

Frequently, this involves chserving how

. the media have changed the intent, the

content and/or the meaning of the mesaage
for its own purposes, either by accident or
by design — and documenting how the
media deal with revealing the tyuth,

This phase of the work inevitably offers
significant insight into issues of media eth-
ics and responsibility and the potential for
the media to misuse power.

A History of Hoaxes

Skagys’ previcua hoaxes include:

*The Cockroach Hormone Cure, the pro-
motion of a wonder cure extracted from
cockroach hormones that was tobe a pana-
cea for the ills of mankind;

*The Bus Tour to Queens, where

, bearded, beaded camera-toting hippies took

a Greyhound sightseeing tour of suburban

»The Celebrity Sperm Bank, where the
sperm of famous rock stars was availahle
for auction;

*The Fat Squad, through which, for a

fee, commandos would restrain dietera from
breaking their diets;
= Comazocoon, where Dr, Schlafer (Ger-

‘man for sleeper), anesthetized his clients

with the help of computers and subliminal
programming to create better vacations
with better drugs.;

« SEXONIX, a sexual virtual reality com-
pany catering to the sexually perverse;

*Portofess, the portable confesaional
booth Skaggs pedaled to the 1982 Demo-
cratic convention in New York;

*Hair Today, Ltd., a company offering
the total cure for baldnesa — scalp trans-
plants from cadavers;

*Dog Meat Soup, a Korean company
that bought unwanted dogs for human con-
sumption; :

*Baba Wa Simba, a new age therapist
who healed the wounded animal in us all
through roaring and other lion-like behav-
ior;

*The Bad Guy Talent Agency, a bogus
agency which became a reality, specializ-
ing in venomous vixens, burly houncera
and slimy sleezers;

= Fish Condos, satirical working aquari-
ums depicting condominiuma for upwardly
mobile guppies;

+The world's first and only windsurf
vovage from Hawaii to Los Angeles.

Skaggs has been an inatructor of media
communications at New York's School of
Visual Arts and Parson’s The New School.
He lectures at universities and colleges
around the country about culture jamming
‘and media activism; disinformation, pro-
paganda and media responaibility; and his
performance art.

He is currently working on an auto-
biography and the Voyager Company
is publishing a CD-Rom retrospective on
his work which will be released later this
year.
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